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If you have any questions about 
your Association or your dues, 
please contact Shannon Kear at 

HOA Management at 
(865)558-3030 or via email at 

shannon-
kear@hoamanagementcorp.com.  

We will be glad to assist you! 

Spring Social!! 
Anyone interested in hosting or coordinating a Spring Social,  

please contact HOA Management with details!   

SPRING NEIGHBORDOOD BEAUTIFICATION  
Spring has sprung again, the birds are singing, flowers are blooming, the fountain will soon be 
splashing and the pool open for summer. It is time for all good neighbors to paint mailboxes, 
mulch, prune, pull or spray weeds in beds, replace dead plants and shrubbery and improve the 
appearance of their homes to maintain our high standards which make Berkeley Park a beauti-
ful neighborhood to live in. We will soon have a team making a courtesy review of the com-
mon property and lots to leave courtesy checklists of areas that need attention to assist in this 
effort. Many mailboxes are again in need of the gold leaf pineapple coating and the beige and 
green wooden post assembly and skirt being repainted due to sun, weather and bird droppings. 
If you need to paint your pineapple, you can purchase the paint at the Farragut Sherwin 
Williams Paint store by asking for the Berkeley Park HOA account specs which are on file. 
Homeowners can also help preserve their mailboxes by including  treatment  during  annual 
termite inspections or themselves with termite stakes or poison around your mailbox. 
 
We're all very proud of Berkeley Park and the consistency of the yards and common are-
as.  Over the next month we're all asked to make an extra effort as part of homeowner 
responsibility to maintain your property in a neat and attractive condition. Please look at your 
yard with a critical eye. These are some of the specific suggestions: 
1. Aerate and over seed your lawn.  Volunteer Lawn offers this service, or obviously you can 

have it done on your own.  The area between the street and the sidewalk is a particular 
problem area.  Please give it special attention. Aeration allows air, water and nutrients to 
penetrate the grassroots helping them grow deeply and produce a stronger more vigorous 
lawn. Beautiful lawns preserve the values to our neighborhood. We usually have a group 
wide sign up in the fall at a discount rate for those who wish to have it done professional-
ly. 

2. Replace any trees or shrubs that have died. 
3. Remove weeds from the beds, especially by the street. 
4. If needed, add mulch to the beds especially in the front yards.  Keep in mind that our 

covenants require 3-inches of mulch. 
5. Trim/prune shrubs, hedges and trees as needed.  There are several cases where shrubs and 

tree limbs are hanging over the sidewalk.  These are a particular problem. 
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Please help us keep Berkeley Park beautiful! 
 
Our major 2019 goal is to increase the Berkeley Park curb appeal and maintain a lasting first 
impressions to sustain our property values and help homeowners who are reselling their 
homes. Mowing is normally on Wednesday or Thursday unless conditions such as dry weather 
or extremely wet grounds would do harm to the lawns, or as occasionally needed as deter-
mined by the Board to stay within the budgeted number of mows for the year.  
The mowing season is normally late March to late November but depends on weather condi-
tions and varies year to year. Our policy is to mow the week before major national holidays in 
case the actual holiday week is skipped due to rain or drought. We will mow all lots when the 
majority need it and do not partially mow some lots and not others.  If you have locked gates 
please call Volunteer Lawn to make access arrangements or leave the gate unlocked. A combi-
nation or keypad lock is recommended so you can give them the code. 

Volunteer Lawn also provides extra landscape services for residents at competitive prices upon request at their expense and gives 
free estimates. We encourage homeowners to use their services if they wish to do so. They specialize in the following types of 
services: 

• Aeration, over-seeding by sign up at group discount. 

• Irrigation winterization, start up and repairs. 

• Trimming/pruning shrubs and hedges. 

• Remove/replacing dead plants and shrubbery. 

• Mulch. 

• Leaf removal. 
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Berkeley Park Entrance and Fountain 

Our neighborhood is now years old and is beginning to show it’s age. The landscape tree roots in many cases have 

matured and have caused a lot of structural damage to our buildings and grounds. The Chinese Elm streetscape trees 

planted between the sidewalks and street have grown and the large invasive roots are busting up our sidewalks. The 

Town of Farragut and HOA Management inspected all the sidewalks and replaced sections where the streetscape 

trees roots had uplifted and broken the sidewalks last year. The Town replaced several sections of sidewalks on the 

outside perimeter of Berkeley Park which are considered part of the Farragut Greenway system. HOA Management 

replaced sections and also leveled the uplifted joints on about 25 sidewalk with a diamond blade grinder on the 

outside and inside perimeters causing tripping hazards which could be repaired rather than replaced. Some 

homeowners repaired driveway pavers that had settled or were uplifted by tree roots. Please keep an eye on your 

driveway pavers at the sidewalk which are your responsibility to maintain, not the HOA’s. We appreciate homeowners 

reporting sidewalk tripping hazards or any other safety concerns to HOA Management. 

It was also necessary to remove the six large magnolia trees at the fountain last year. Over the years their very large 

rope-like roots had broken the fountain main water supply and return lines in 2012 and the irrigation system lines 

several times. The fountain had to be shut down early last year due to a major leak and will have to be repaired be-

fore startup. The roots had the potential to cause serious structural damage to the fountain and its underground 

plumbing itself as well as the three retaining walls.  The magnolias also shed leaves, flowers and plant litter year 

round causing maintenance problems and were not a wise choice to plant near a fountain or swimming pool. We will 

also replace the mulch behind the fountain that was washing into the fountain pool with river rock. The water in the 

fountain should be a pretty blue not brown like a swamp. 

The magnolias will be replaced with more appropriate ever red loropetalum bushes  6-8’ in height. This will  help save 

the Entrance Park structures which would be much more expensive to replace than the trees. We have received seve-

ral comments that the Park looks better with the trees gone so you can better see the fountain. We also removed 

some of the dying cypress trees along the St.John Court entrance road which are dying and raising the canopy on the 

others. The expected life of these trees is 15-20 years and we will probably lose more in the next few years. Several 

homeowners also removed the large magnolias planted by the developers too close to their homes and replaced 

them with smaller trees or plants. There are several varieties of magnolias that can be planted that do not grow 100’ 

tall like the ones the developers planted. The entrance, fountain and mailboxes are critical to maintaining the high 

standard appearance we all expect for our neighborhood. 

Battery Update 

Berkeley Park board members attended the first Battery HOA homeowners meeting to answer questions and 
provide assistance. The Battery is a separate HOA entity and will have 54 total homes when completed. They 
have transitioned their HOA from the developer to the homeowners.  

The manufacturer discontinued our bronze/antique copper heavy duty commercial architectural grade metal gene-
ration 3 mailbox. We purchased the remaining stock of available colors to have on hand as replacements for exis-
ting mailboxes and the empty lots that are under construction now or will be built on. Hopefully will eventually 
have all the generation 1 and 2 mailboxes replaced to have a uniform appearance throughout the neighborhood. 
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Board of Directors 

    
 Craig Davis  President 
 Gena Justice  Vice President 
 Richard Cornell  At Large 
 Sheila Timm  At Large  

Neighborhood Safety 

Homeowners reported several near miss serious accidents in 2018 from drivers speeding, not stopping at stop 
signs, parking for school buses at intersections which create blind spots for cars that are turning, parking on the 
street near driveways and in cul-de-sacs which create safety hazards for neighbors. We sent out several email 
reminders and due to the many concerns requested the Knox County Sheriff’s Department to conduct random 
traffic watches in Berkeley Park hoping that a few tickets will slow drivers down and make them stop at stop 
signs. We continue to receive concerns from homeowners this year and hope you understand and will help us 
keep our neighborhood safe. 

 Our streets are public roads controlled by The Town and enforced by the Knox County Sheriff’s Department. The 
Town of Farragut completed the Traffic Calming Study which we requested after the 2017annual meeting and 
determined that we did not qualify for any safety improvements. We can request another study after a 2-year 
waiting period. The Town of Farragut replaced our original black and gold wooden street signs  to comply with 
new federal safety standards. The new reflective signs are blue with larger more visible white letters. We still 
need to push for traffic stop light at Grimsby Chapel. With your help we  will continue to work with The Town of 
Farragut and the Knox County Sheriff’s Department to obtain these safety improvements. Please drive safely! 

HOA Management also completed the streetlight conversion project last year after complaints of the streets being 
dark. The new LED bulbs provide brighter, longer lasting and energy efficient bulbs that fit our existing lantern 
type fixtures and blend in with the gas lanterns at the fountain. Our streetlights were installed primarily for aes-
thetics giving Berkeley Park a “Charleston” southern traditional look, not commercial lighting. The new brighter 
bulbs also reduced maintenance and electricity costs.  

Directory Update 

Please update your contact information so we can communicate with you and keep you informed on current events. A 
homeowner information form is available on the www.berkeleyparkhoa.com website to collect e-mail addresses and 

phone numbers if you wish to be included. Our email distribution list is used to send out newsletters, neighborhood 
directories, announcements for meetings and socials, sign-ups for aeration/over seeding, irrigation winterization and 
startup and Neighborhood Watch Alerts. 

    I n g r e d i e n t s  

• 2 large boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cubed 

• 2 tablespoons olive oil 

• 2 tablespoons balsamic vinaigrette salad dressing 

• 1 bunch fresh spinach, rinsed and dried 

• 1 pint strawberries, sliced 

• 4 ounces crumbled goat cheese 

• 1 (5 ounce) package candied pecans (such as Emerald(R) Pecan Pie Glazed Pecans) 

• 2 tablespoons olive oil 

• 2 tablespoons balsamic vinaigrette salad dressing 
D i r e c t i o n s  

1. Place the chicken breast meat into a skillet with 2 tablespoons of olive oil and 2 tablespoons of balsamic vinaigrette over me-
dium heat; cook and stir until the chicken is browned, no longer pink in the center, and the juice has nearly evaporated, about 
10 minutes. Remove the chicken to a bowl and let cool. 

2. Place the spinach into a salad bowl; scatter the strawberries, goat cheese, and candied pecans over the spinach. Drizzle 2 table-
spoons of olive oil and 2 tablespoons of balsamic vinaigrette over the salad and top with the chicken. Serve slightly warm or 
chilled. 



Important: Mailbox Committee Update  

At last year’s annual meeting homeowners reviewed the design drawings and pictures of the new composite mailbox post being con-

structed and had a lengthy group discussion of mailbox problems.  They strongly suggested that a committee should be convened to 

come up with a solution to this longstanding conundrum..  In response, at its first meeting in January, 2019, the Berkeley Park HOA 
Board of Directors immediately formed a mailbox committee! 

The new mailbox committee has met twice and is already busy at work.  It is chaired by new board and ACC member Richard Cor-
nell: the resident team members are Newton Calhoun, Kim Frash, Meredith Godbold, Barbara Budlong, Sheila Timm, and Emma 

Fielding. The committee’s goal is to find a replacement/alternative post that will maintain the original design, but with a material that 

will be more durable, require minimal maintenance, and offer increased longevity, at as reasonable a cost as possible. 

Many of our wooden mailboxes are 15-20 years, old, currently requiring high levels of maintenance, and we will continue to have to 

replace them since they seem to fall over in bunches. Most of our residents really like them because they are a unique and beautiful 

Berkeley Park icon—as long as they are properly maintained.  (Please note: For those who either cannot—or do not want to—wait 

for the possibility of a long-term solution, we currently have in stock a couple of the original wood mailbox posts, as well as a new 

model comprising a composite post with wood arms, which some homeowners have been requesting.) 

Without going into too much lengthy detail the committee has found a local metals fabricator, and an alloy metals casting shop in 

Mesquite, TX,  As this is written the plan is to have the intricate parts cast in the Mesquite shop and welded together locally.  Having 
separate parts will make it much simpler to powder coat them—especially since there are three (3) different colors.  This will require 

close attention to detail and coordination between the vendors but it appears that we should be able to have a prototype available for 

inspection by mid-June or thereabouts. 

We are also exploring a local (Jacksboro) casting shop for the same purpose but they cast only in gray iron so weight is a concern.  

Nevertheless, under the heading of “no stone left unturned” we are pursuing that avenue, as well.  We expect to have a prototype of 

one type or another available for inspection by early August at the latest. 

Routine Maintenance:  The Committee also would like for the members to consider adopting some sort of mailbox mandate to 
cover the labor and materials costs of keeping all mailboxes in a state of good repair, either as part of the dues structure or by individ-
ual billing as necessary.  Maintenance is defined as any minor repair, cleaning and/or painting.  Need for maintenance would be de-
termined by an annual advertised inspection date. 

Additionally, if, during maintenance, the box is found to be beyond repair it would be issued a DUI (Dead Upon Inspection).  If, after 
a reasonable period, the Homeowner has not corrected the situation, the Homeowner will be billed for a new box, including installa-
tion. 

This would guarantee compliance the same way lawn maintenance outsourcing does.  Thus, the homeowner with a DUI box gets a 
new box and a bill.  To avoid that situation, the homeowner need only to take it upon themselves to bring their box/post into full 
compliance prior to an advertised inspection date. 

The Mailbox Committee is also considering homeowner’s requests for the HOA to inspect mailboxes each spring and clean/paint of 
all pineapples yearly and the whole mailbox system on existing mailboxes as needed every 2 or 3 years.  Another homeowner sug-
gestion is to increase dues to include painting of all mailboxes as needed.  This, of course, would require homeowner DCR amend-
ments or budget or other approval as required by the DCR’s. ( insert picture 1). 

In the meantime, in an effort to preserve and increase the lifespan of our current mailboxs, homeowners are strongly encouraged to 
treat the area around the posts for termites, and maintain their current posts by scraping, caulking and painting as necessary. 



  
Post paint may be purchased from Sherwin Williams in Farragut.  Spray paints are XXX brand available from Ace Hardware, 
Walmart or online at Amazon.com.   
 

 

 

 



 


